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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THOUGHTS ON DEATH. 


Holy Scripture personifies death as ‘‘an enemy.’ The figure is 
adapted to induce a proper alarm and preparation to meet this 
enemy—while the assurance, that he will be destroyed, is full of con- 
solation, and encouragement, But we are also told, that a// enemies, 
sickness, sorrow, fear, and even, he who is emphatically called “the 
enemy,” because hostile not merely to the body, but the soul also, are 
to pass away from the Christian, for death is his last enemy. When 
that enemy is put down, the Christian has no more enemies; death 
will be swallowed up in victory—absorbed in the mighty ocean of 
felicity, utterly gone, and forgotten. ‘Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 4 

Useful is it, under any circumstances, yea necessary, that we should HH 
know all about death, his power, and his plans—the time, the manner, 
the cause, the continuance, and the results of the same, the when, the 
how, the wherefore, the how long, the after of his assaults. Let infe- ee 
rior instinctive nature hide its head, at the approach of danger, but it ‘ay 
becomes rational nature to look out for the storm, to watch it with a 
steady eye; and to meet it fearlessly. Evils are magnified by an | 
indistinct contemplation of them. Death is least formidable to that 
Christian}who habitually faces him—has a constant recollection that, 
thus far he can go and no further—that he is the last enemy of true 
believers, and that beyond his arm, there is for them glory, and honor, 
and immortality. We are called to look at the last enemy, that he may | 
indeed prove to us the Jas¢, not only on earth, but forever—that we 1 | 
may meet him, with resignation—triumph over him, and henceforth ie 
have to do with friends, and none but friends, yea live for ever with our | 
chief friend—our Father and Saviour, inheaven. What, then, do we 
know respecting the last enemy. In the first place we know, that his 

power on earth is universal. Its date is the fall of man, it has been 
operating ever since, it will do its work on all the living on our 
planet. In this long tract of past time, there have been but two, or 
at most three escapes from his almost all subduing power, and memo- 
rably does it illustrate his wide spread dominion, that the Son of God 
submitted tovt. “ There is no man that hath power over the spirit to 
; retain the spirit, neither hath he power in the day of death, and there 
_18 no discharge in that war. There is one event to the righteous, 
and to the wicked.” Nature says, arm thyself with fortitude, to 
meet this inevitable, irresistible enemy, for it is al/ thou canst do. 


Religion has a better lesson, not that of the stoic, of mere fortitude, 
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but of resignation to the will of an infinitely wise and good God, who 
can bring light out of darkness, order out of confusion, life out of the 
grave. ‘Though he slay me (so she speaks,) yet will I trust in him, 
“ Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, J 
“ willfear no evil, for thou art withme. My heartand my flesh faileth, 
‘“‘ but God is the strength of my heart.” 

In the second place we know that this enemy comes as to all per- 
sons, so at all periods of life. The tree may grow, till it can grow no 
longer, and then it begins to shrink, loses branch after branch, and, 
by a gradual decay, its foliage, its fragrance, its refreshing shade pass 
away for ever; but often does it perish while yet in its greenness, 
uprooted by the storm, blasted by the lightning, killed slowly or sud- 
denly, we know not how. Just so with man. Death may postpone 
his coming to the winter of life, but far oftener he comes in its spring, 
or summer, or autumn. Observation and scripture give this same les- 
son. ‘ Ye know not when the time is, at morning, or at noon, or in 
the evening.” harap its: philosopy exclaims, surely the design of 
alga is frustrated, when the creature does not live out all his 

ays. but holy scripture explains the dispensation. Uncertainty is 
attached to life, that men may be always prepared to part with it, and 
to give account. Of the day of his death knoweth no man, therefore 
be ye always ready. ‘‘ Take ye heed, watch and pray. Let your 
“loins be girded about, and your lights burning, and ye yourselves like 
“ unto men that wait for their Lord. Blessed are those servants whom 
“his Lord when he calleth them, by his minister death, shall find 
‘‘watching. And if he come inthe second watch, or come in the third 
‘‘ watch, and find them so, blessed are these servants.” 

In the third place, this enemy comes, as to all persons, and at all 
ages, so in all places—in the house, or the field, at home, or abroad, on 
land, or on ocean. Inconsideration and prejudice calls this circum- 
stance accident, or chance. But say the scriptures, “a sparrow 
falleth not on the ground, without your father,” that is without his 
knowledge and interested notice. “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints.’ . Not only the event itself, but eve 

articular connected with it, is no doubt, not only known and mit | 
but provided for by the wisdom and goodness which rule over all. If 
death comes to thee here, or there, in solitude, or in society, in the 
midst of strangers, or surrounded by all the sympathies of kindred 
and friendship, so zs the will of God. It is as near to heaven (said the 
pious Howard) from Grand Cairo (where he died) as from London. 
There are wise and merciful reasons for all the arrangements of provi 
dence, which we are sometimes permitted to discover, but which we 
‘can never reasonably question, although they may never be unfolded 
to us, as we doubt not many of them will be hereafter, for said our 
Lord “what thou knowest not now, thou shalt know hereafter.” After 
all, this is a mere circumstantial. Provided the great matter be secure 
viz: acceptance with our divine judge, it is comparatively unimpor- 
tant where, or when, and how, the last enemy encounters us. Let him 
find us, not sleeping at our post, but wide awake, “standing girt about 
with truth, having on the breastplate of righteousness, the preparation 
of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and 
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the sword of the spirit,” and a// will be well, yea, we shall be more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us,— 


“T pray not, Lord, that friends may be, 
Or kindred standing by— 
Choice blessing! which I leave to Thee, 
To give me, or deny.” Lyra Apostolica. 

In the fourth place, as this enemy comes to all persons, at all ages 
and in all places, so with all sorts of weapons—with or without disease, 
by this or that casualty, tempest, or fire, or the sword; and by decline, 
more or less protracted. Many of the Scripture saints died by sick- 
ness, but not afew by violence: Stephen was stoned, John the Baptist 
and Paul beheaded, Peter crucified, a few only by natural decay, as 
John most probably, and the patriarchs. This variety, in the manner 
of death, is ordered by providence, and doubtless there are satisfac- 
tory reasons for it growing out of the constitution and character, and 
relations of the persons chiefly concerned, and adapted for his moral 
discipline and that of others. It should be cause, not merely for 
acquiescence, but for thankfulness, that he who perfectly knoweth our 
necessities, and like as a father pitieth his own children, controls the 
weapons by which death accomplishes his work. Well may we be 
glad and grateful that as our “times,” so the means of our death are 
in his hands. But I repeat, this circumstantial, also, is comparatively a 
small matter. Give diligence to make your calling and election sure, 
and be careful for other things, only in a very subordinate degree. 
To the saint in beatitude, what consequence is it whether the road 
was more or less rugged, the accommodations on the way more or 
less convenient ? 

Thus far, and no farther can human investigations respecting death 
carry us. A// that nature teaches on this subject, is the certainty of 
his attack, and the uncertainty of the time, the place, and the instru- 
ment. But the more important, ¢he all important inquiries are entire- 
ly beyond the scope of reason. Blessed be God for that revelation, 
by which we are taught, why man has such an enemy—whom he can- 
not avoid—and that his power is to cease, or rather to give place to 
his who “hath abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
LIGHT.” 

Fifth— What is the cause of death? where can we have an answer 
to this question, a solution of this mystery in providence, but in the 
holy Scriptures ? 

“The wages of sin is death. By one man, sin entered into the 
“world and death by sin, and so death hath passed upon all men, for 
“that all have sinned.” This was the penalty set before our first 
parents, and they made themselves liable to it with their eyes open 
upon it. Their posterity so soon as they begin to think, begin to sin, 
and are therefore just subjects of the same penalty. Infants have 
inherited a mortal body, but death in their case is comparatively a 
moderate evil, or rather it is a translation to perfect and never ending 
happiness, for of such, said our Lord, is the kingdom of heaven. But 
whatever be the measure of their sufferings—and of the greater suf- 
ferings of grown persons, which arise from the mind, the affections, 
the imagination and the conscience, it is sin, original in the case of the 
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of the latter, which is their parent. When we witness the pains of the 
helpless babe, and experience, that we are born unto trouble, let us 
recognize its source, the sinfulness of human nature, and its final cause 
the justice and truth of our divine governor. Sin must be punished, 
for God is just. It must be punished with death, for so He forewarned. 
Let us look then, beyond the effect to its cause. Let us be humble 
and contrite in the memory of our sins and sinfulness. Let us pray 
and strive, that in our case, the penalty which cannot be averted may 
be mitigated and overruled, as it is in the case of an infant; that 
physical suffering alone may attend it, that the conscience may be at 
peace, and in fine, that death may prove to us the herald of paradise, 
and of a joyful RESURRECTION. 

Sixth—‘“ If a man die shall he live again? There is hope of a tree, 
“if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, but man dieth and where 
“is he.” Such are the doubts of unenlightened nature. But blessed 
be God, who hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ, from the death! Blessed be God, that the light 
of the glorious gospel hath shone upon ws / The heathen has hopes, 
fears, doubts, but no knowledge, respecting wmmortality. But, said 
our divine teacher, “He is not dead but asleep.—This day shalt thou 
‘‘ be with me in paradise.—Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
‘dead body shall they arise.—I am the resurrection and the life, he that 
“ believeth in me though he were dead yet shall he live.” These 
precious truths, the sleeplessness of the soul, the resurrection of the 
body, and never ending blessedness through Christ, have come down 
tous. We know that death cannot annihilate—that the soul never 
sleeps, but only leaves earth for the place of departed spirits—and 
that the body sleeps but for a time—for the earth, and the sea shall 
give up their dead. God be praised that it is so, and that we know it. 
If we did not know our immortal destiny, it would be wisdom never 
to think of death, to endeavour to forget, that we had such an enemy. 
But now it is wise to be familiar with our enemy—to cherish a con- 
stant recollection that his power is but for a moment over the body, 
and that it cannot touch the soul,—and to look steadily and habitually 
both for our consolation and improvement, to the scenes, and the 
society which he is not permitted to enter, where intelligent creatures 
live in immortal youth. 

Seventh—There is another inquiry connected with our subject 
which reason cannot, which God alone can, answer. The last enemy 
shall be destroyed. Whatdoes thismean? That the earth will con- 
tinue always, and men continue to die on it is the supposition of untaught 
reason. But the word of God informs us, that the Earth is to be 
destroyed, and thereafter, men will live as do the angels now, ina 
region of endless existence. In this sense, the last enemy shall be 
destroyed. His dominion shall cease for ever. But our text does not 
refer to that common eternity. This enemy is not merely to be shorn 
of his power, but he is to be triumphed over. Some of his subjects 
are not merely to rise from his blow, but they are to live in glory for 
ever. As it respects the wicked in hell, this enemy might boast that 
his power was not destroyed, that he had only committed his exercise 
of it to others, that there was a “second death.” But as there 1s 4 
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resurrection unto damnation, so there is a resurrection to life, to a 
glorious immortality, alone worthy to be called life. There isa joyful 
resurrection, which consummates, and alone can give value to the 
victory over death. What advantage is it, that this enemy can no 
more kill the body, if it rises only to suffer forever. On the 
other hand, if the victim renews his life instantly in paradise and shall 
never die again, but after the resurrection of the body, shall enter the 
highest heaven, and through eternity be adding glory to glory, well 
may he exclaim “Oh death where is thy sting, O grave where is thy 
victory.” Most exactly true is it, that the power of death is com- 
pletely, signally, triumphantly, put down, and it is, in this noble sense, 
that our text assures us “the last enemy shall be destroyed.” Would’st 
thou be a partaker with them, who through faith and patience have 
inherited the promises? Would’st thou escape the second death, com- 
pared with which the first is but a small evil! “ Believe onthe Lord 
“ Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved—Except ye repent, ye shall all 
“perish— Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord.” Grace is not 
less indispensible, for ‘no man can say that Jesus is the Lord” (that is 
receive him as his Lord by faith) but by the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost. It is he who “gives true repentance.” It is his office, to 
sanctify the heart. Seek this grace diligently and constantly by prayer, 
and the faithful use of all the other means of grace. And may you 
so wrestle with the enemy as to prevail; so go the Father as to be 
accepted, so work as to be approved; so runas to obtain the crown of 
glory. May death be your /ast enemy, in every respect. Thence- 
forth no more enemies, because no more siz, and because with the 
Lord, an ever watchful and Almighty friend. And remember for this 
triumph over sin, and sorrow, and death and hell, to whom you will 
be indebted! You were a condemned sinner, but the Son of God 
interposed; and should you be pardoned, sanctified, saved, and glori- 
fied, his mediation was the consideration. God giveth the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, for the sake of Christ, satisfying his 
justice—not for our merits, but for his, even Christ’s—not for our faith 
and repentance, but for his atonement, the final benefits of which are 
for his disciples—for those who have that faith and repentance, which 
are the conditions of his mercy. 





——-- - 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


RONGE AND “THE GERMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.” 


Messrs. Eprrors.—The religious movement in Germany which 
originated in the discontent of Ronge, has at length, it seems, assumed 
the character of which there were, in the opinion of many, very early 
indications. His repeated reference to the dignity of human nature, 
personal independence, political regeneration, and the like (all of 
Which are surely in themselves matters of high importance) very 
naturally, when connected with religious reform, and in fact made to 
appear on the chief grounds to establish its necessity, created suspi- 


r 








ee 


ST eo eee ea 








262 Ronge and the German Catholic Church. [ Dec. 


cions the correctness of which subsequent events have fully justified, 
As you have, and perhaps very properly, taken but little notice of this 
movement, it may not be amiss, by giving place to the following 
extracts from the Department of Church Affairs in the June No. of 
the “True Catholic,” to furnish those of your readers, to whom the 
facts are not otherwise accessible, with the result of this religious 
agitation, which at one time wasregarded by many with a deep inter- 
est. ‘The German Catholics, as they call themselves appear to be 
developing rapidly the infidel character of their association, but not to 
be growing in numbers. Gerski, says the English Review ‘by fre- 
quent vacillations and coquetting with the ancient creeds on the one 
side, and with the Leipsig symbol on the other, lost all consideration 
and influence. Theiner has renounced all connection with the new 
sect, and turned farmer; and Ronge is making abortive attempts, here 
and there, where the police does not interfere with his movements, to 
create a transient demonstration in favor of his new doctrine, which 
has now, by his own avowal, assumed the character of naked Deism. 
He makes no longer a secret of the fact, that the selection of certain 
points of Christian doctrine, certain symbolical phrases, at the outset 
of his career, and of the Leipsig symbol, was nothing more than a 
concession which he felt it expedient to make to popular prejudice; 
because he thus enabled himself to claim toleration at the hands of the 
State, under the title of a Christian Denomination, and he gained the 
advantage of carrying along with him multitudes whom an abrupt 
confession of Deism would have alarmed, and whom he hoped to leap 
on by a gentle and easy descent to the ultimate point at which he 
‘always meant to land his Church’” The True Catholic, on the same 
authority, gives the following as among the twenty-one theses main- 
tained by Dr. Behusch, another of the sect—“'The Christ-Catholic 
Communion must not establish any doctrine as the bond of union— 
Doctrines prevent the Christ-Catholic Communion from obtaining its 
object, the Universal Christian Church principle is the only bond of 
union—of principles, the Christ-Catholic Communion has two, free 
knowledge and union of man with God and Society—these two princi- 
ples are the principles of “‘ Primitive Christianity as far as it is known 
to us.’—Ronge and Dr. Rupp yield their entire acquiesence in these 
principles, And again “at the Magdebourg Synod of the German 
Catholic, which has been recently convened, it was determined to 
expunge from the Liturgy the obsolete phrase “ Lord have mercy 
upon us.”’ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are by the unanimous con- 
sent of the Neo-Catholics and ‘ Friends of Light,’ declared to be 
indifferent ceremonies, with which the weaker brethren may be 
indulged, but which have in themselves neither value nor meaning.” 
So much for the extracts, which speak for themselves—Comment is 0 
course unnecessary. The hopes of some zealous and rational (not 
rationalistic) advocates for the correction of abuses, which for a sea 
son blinded them to the true character of the much vaunted reform, 
magnified the movement into another Reformation, and the restless 
Priest into “The Luther of the Nineteenth Century.” The subse 


quent developments have sadly disappointed these hopes, and estab- 
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lish the truth that Ronge, if he has failed to justify his claim to the 
character of a great reformer, has fully made out his title to the 
wretched distinction of being a High Priest of Rationalism and 
Infidelity. A Layman. 


—_———-—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE REJECTED DOCUMENT. 


Messrs. Eprrors.—In the October No. of your Journal, under the 
imposing title of “ Church Document,” is published a Report of a 
Committee of the Congregation of St. Philip’s Church relative to cer- 
tain leases granted by their Vestry, with some introductory remarks 
which are calculated to mislead those who are not acquainted with the 
history of that paper. 

At the late annual meeting of the Congregation of St. Philip’s 
Church, the Vestry in the Report required of them by the By-laws of 
the Corporation, mentioned among other matters of information, that 
certain gentlemen had leased from them two of the Church’s low lots 
on Glebe-street, for the purpose of erecting a Presbyterian Church 
thereon. When the application was made to the Vestry for these lots, 
itnever occuired to any of them, that in granting it, they would offend 
the feelings of any of their brethren, and no doubt was entertained 
by any of them of their perfect right todo it. That part of the Ves- 
try’s Report was eeu to a Committee of five members, who some 
time after reported the document in question. After a little discussion 
the meeting adjourned, having first ordered the Committee’s Report 
to be printed for their use. On the following Sunday printed copies of 
the Report were placed in all the pews of the Church. This was not 
directed by the meeting; and those who differed from the views and 
reasoning of the Report, regarded it not only as an unauthorized pro- 
ceeding, but a very unfair one. For in this way all the female mem- 
bers of the Congregation, and many others who did not attend the 
meetings, heard only one side of the question—and that very plausi- 
bly ingeniously presented. Some friend of the Report has now gone 
further and published it in your journal, with a preface which is calcu- 
lated to leave the impression, that the Congregation approved the 
Report, and thereby passed a severe judgment of condemnation 
against the act of the Vestry. The fact, Messrs. Editors, is just the 
es and the object of this communication is to set the matter 
right. 

At two adjourned meetings the subject embraced in the Report were 
elaborately discussed. The fallacy of the idea so strongly pressed in 
the Report, that the lease was made in contravention of the expressed 
will of the Congregation was demonstrated—the legal argument 
against the authority of the Vestry to grant leases refuted—the alleged 
Inconsisteney of this lease with the object of the gift of the land dis- 
Proved: and the judiciousness of its tenure and terms under the cir- 
cumstances of the case (which are not noticed in the Report) satisfac- 
lorily vindicated: as was shewn by the result. When the Report was 
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first read, it evidently made a strong impression on those who had not 
examined the powers of the Vestry, and were not familiar with the 
facts of the case. But when, after both sides had been fully heard, 
the sense of the Congregation present was taken, the vote stood two 
to one against the Report, and the Vestry were triumphantly 
sustained. 

Had your correspondent simply added to his remarks, that the 
Report was not adopted, the present writer would have rested silent, 
and taken no exception to the laudatory terms in which it is referred 
to as a Document which is to be immortalized on the page of history. 
He only thinks it is proper, that if it do find a place there it should 
appear with its true character stamped upon it of a rejected 
Document. 


Charleston, Oct. 31st, 1847, 


WOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
The Parables of our Lord, illuminated with appropriate borders, 


painted in colours, and in black and gold, square 12 mo. in massive carved 


binding, in the style of the 16th century.—In looking over this quaint 
and gorgeous book, we have been reminded of Solomon’s beautiful and 
expressive simile of “ Apples of gold in pictures of silver.” It con- 
tains the Parables of the Prodigal, the Sower, the Tares, the Two 
Debtors, the Good Samaritan, the Rich Fool, the Barren Fig Tree, 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, the Pharisee and the Publican, the La- 
bourers in the Vineyard, the Marriage Feast, and the Ten Virgins. 
These are indeed “ Apples of gold;” while the massive and richly 
carved binding, the quaintly devised, and brightly coloured illumina- 
tions, and the antiquated text, are as “ pictures of silver.” 

We would commend this beautiful volume as a most appropriate 
gift book for the holy and joyful season of Christmas, It may be had 
of John Russel, King-street. 

The Address at the Laying of the Corner Stone of St. Mary's 
Church, Burlington, New-Jersey: By the Rt. Rev. L. S. Ives. D.D.; 
L.L.D., Bishop of North-Carolina. 1847—No one can read this 
pamphlet without interest and instruction, and incitement in the path 
of true piety, nor without increased respect and regard for the Rt. 
Rev'd. Author. Ably indeed, are magnificent Churches and Ancient 
Church Architecture vindicated, as follows: “It is not antiquity we 5° 
much love; it is truth: not antiquity we seek after, but our Lord 
Christ. And it is only because we find, or think we find, in the ancient 
Church, clearer conceptions of Him, and of His relation to ourselves, 
that we fondly turn to that Church. Because the fashion and furn 
ture of her temples are more after His image ; speak to our mip! 
more impressively of His condescension and love; seem to bring #™ 
nearer to our hearts, and to make us realize more fully our union W! 
Him, and dependence upon Him, that we strive to make them ow 
pattern, This is neither the place, nor the time, to consider minutely, 
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the question of the value of Gothic Churches, in perpetuating the true 
Catholic faith. It must be manifest, however, to every one, who has 
given a thought to the subject, that such Churches, so far as they can 
be made to speak, are the most stable and enduring, and trust-worthy 
monuments of truth. Men may change their minds; creeds may be 
corrupted ; language be explained away: but these giant witnesses for 
Christ, cannot be made to speak falsely; to pervert or suppress 
Catholic truth. They lift their towering heads above all low conceits, 
and frauds of men of corrupt minds; and proclaim to a gazing world, 
what has always, and in every place, by all the faithful, been held as 
the truth of God. We may urge, too the moral or religious effect of 
such Churches. We are, emphatically, creatures of sense, and gather 
our ideas from the impression of external things. How important, 
then, if we would be fitted for heaven, that, at least, some of these 
things should tend to lead our thoughts and affections away from earth. 
And where have we a right to look for these, if not in the houses of 
God? And in what houses of God shall we seek them, if not in 
those constructed after the early Christian models; where every 
thing seems to speak of God in Christ, and the glory and blessedness 
of the saints made perfect. Indeed, I am compelled to doubt the 
proper state of that man’s heart, who can pass from the glare and 
gaiety of a thoughtless world, into “the dim, religious light,” of an 
ancient Gothic Church, and not feel that God is in the place; feel that 
a veil has suddenly interposed, as it were, between him and earth ; 
and a crowd of holy influences arisen around him, gently inclining 
his thoughts, and desires, and affections, to the enjoyment of a hea- 
venly state. You may call this Popish. I call it Catholic. I call it 
Christian. I call it a thing divine.”...... This suggestion is needed, 
and we trust will be effectual. “In conclusion, let me guard you 
against a too common negligence, in respect to the security of a 
Church; before its consecration. That is an act of the deepest inter- 
estand solemnity. Itis the making over to Almighty God, ina man- 
ner the most sacred and binding, all our right of property, in the 
building set apart to His service. With what conscience, then, can we 
perform or consent to this act; when, from debt, or any other cause, 
there is the smallest probability that the Church, in after time, may 
be wrested from its holy purpose, and desecrated to a worldly or 
common use? With what conscience can we enter into this act, and 
then look upon any portion of the building as our own? Thus 
“keeping back part of the price,” when we profess to give all to 
God, with “ourselves, our souls and bodies.” 


The Duties of the Sick, stated-and enforced. By Thomas Secker, 
LL, D., Late Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. Second Charleston 
Edition, with a Preface, a few alterations and additions. By Thomas 
Stevens, D.D., Rector of Panfield, Essex, England. Charleston, Pub- 
lished by the “ Episcopal, Female, Bible, Prayer-book and Tract Society 
of Charleston.” —The sick and all the pious, for who of them does not 
‘sympathize with the sick are very much indebted to the excellent 
Society above named, for having reprinted the Tract before us, which 
has been for very many years known and used, not without profit in 

VOL, XXIV.—NO. 9, 34 
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this Diocese. It was among the Sermons of the eminent Archbishop 
Secker and with slight alterations published as a Tract by the Society 
in Great Britain for promoting Christian: knowledge. We never 
heard but one objection to it, that it was antiquated in style. But until 
we can find one as discriminating and complete, and at the same time 
in modern style, and more animated, perhaps interspersed with narra- 
tives, and indulging the imagination, which kind of books the age 
prefers, we must be content to listen to the purely didactic teaching of 
good old Bishop Secker of a Sermon by whom, the candid Dr. Dodd- 
ridge remarked that it was one of the wisest to be found in the Eng- 
lish language. ‘This extract from the preface will further recommend 
our tract. ‘‘ There is no life like a happy death,” said a learned and 
pious man, on the approach of his dissolution. To be duly prepared 
for such a death is, in truth, the most important business of every 
Christian’s life. But, how deplorably is it neglected, year after year, 
by many amongst us! How few comparatively employ much, if any, 
serious thought about it, till awakened by some warning from heaven, 
some severe affliction, alarming sickness, or, perhaps, the very terrors 
of a death-bed? Even in that awful situation, many are not. so well 
disposed, or not so able, as might be wished, to think, and act aright. 
Some labour under gross ignorance, blindness, and depravity of heart; 
others fall into extreme discomposure, perplexity, and distress of 
mind: They know not what to do, or what will become of them, 
To many of these unhappy persons, how seasonable would be some 
faithful admonitions, judicious instructions, or Christian consolations, 
such as their cases may admit and require ? Such will be found in the 

following pages.”’.-.-.--. This hint is seasonable, “ To enjoy the true 

benefit of the ordinances of Christ, and the prayers and exhortations 

of his Ministers, you should desire them whilst you are capable of duly 

attending to them, and acting upon the impressions made by them, not 

to defer them to the last, when they can hardly contribute any thing 

either to useful direction or well-founded comfort, and perhaps may 

only encourage animagination most pernicious to the souls of men, 

that a few formalities, in the conclusion of life, will atone for spending 

it ill, If we take refuge in religion with a bad heart unwillingly, it will 

be of no service to us; and if we really delight in its offices, we shall 

have recourse to them early; indeed, we shall live in the observance 

of them always; only repeating them more frequently, and if possi- 

ble, with more intense application of mind, as our need becomes more 

urgent. For thus our strength will increase with our burden, and 

“when our flesh and our heart faileth, God shall be the strength of our 

heart, and our portion forever.’—(Psalm |xxii. 26.) 


A Reply to Dr. Milner’s “ End of Religious Controversy,” so fat 
as the Churches of the English Communion are concerned. By Samuel 
Farmar Jarvis, D.D., LL. D., Historiographer of the Church, author 
of “A Chronological Introduction to the History of the Church,” §¢: 
§v.— New York, 1847. D. Appleton § Co.; Philadelphia, G. S. Apple 
ton ; 12mo., pp. 251.—It is not often that so valuable and importat! 
a work as this is issued from the American press, and its learne 
author deserves, as he will receive, the thanks of all true Catholi¢ 
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Churchmen. Its appearance is peculiarly opportune at the present 
time, when the Romish controversy is exciting so much interest, and 
seems destined to engage yet more of the public attention; and when 
it has become so necessary that the grand differences between Roman 
fallacies and Catholic truths should be well studied and understood. 
The reader will find in it a succinct and triumphant refutation of the 
leading errors of the Church of Rome, and a satisfactory answer to 
the most common and specious arguments of its advocates; particu- 
larly as found in the work to which it is professedly a Reply, and 
which has always been considered “the ablest exposition of the 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church on the articles contested 
with her by Protestants, and the ablest statement of the proofs by 
which they are supported, and of the historical facts with which they 

are connected, that has appeared in our language.’”’ It acquired a 
little fresh notoriety some six or seven years ago by the famous letter 
which Bishop Kenrick addressed to the Bishops of our Church, in 
which it was alluded to as if unanswerable; and we have reason to 
believe that it is still being circulated with great industry—no notice 
being taken of the numerous able publications by which it was 
answered when it first appeared. To that prelate, and all other per- 
sons of his communion, we beg leave to recommend, in return, the 
serious perusal of this “ Reply” by Dr. Jarvis; and we have no fear 
of a comparison of the two works in courteousness, condour, modera- 
tion, fair arguments, the honest quotation of authorities, and whatever 
else may constitute the virtues of a champion for religious truth. 

The “End of Religious Controversy” is arranged under three 
heads, forming as many parts. The jist is on the rule of faith, or 
the method of finding out the true religion; the second, on the charac- 
teristics of the true Church; the ¢hird, on rectifying mistakes con- 
cerning the Catholic Church. The same general plan is pursued by 
Dr. Jarvis ; and the order in which he has followed the several sub- 
jects in Dr. Milner’s work may be gathered from the following synop- 
sis of the contents of his “ Reply” :— 

_ Part I. Chap.I. The Rule of Faith, and the true questions at 
issue. Chap. II. Tradition, with its true definition. Chap. III. 
The Bible; the canon; the accuracy of the text; the fidelity of the 
English translation; the true sense of Scripture, &c. Chap.1V. Dr. 
Milner’s quotations, in which either his ignorance or dishonesty is 
exposed; Vincentius brought forward, who anticipates and guards 
against the fallacy of Mr. Newman’s doctrine of development, and 
predicts its fatal consequences. 

Part Il. Chap.1. The One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
No debate between us as to the terms of the ancient creeds; and, in 
the present condition of the Catholic Church, ours the only tenable 
ground. Chap. II. The Creed of Pope Pius 1V., which has raised 
the wall of separation between us andthe Romancommunion. Chap. 
ITT. The Seven Sacraments, in which it is shewn that disputes as to 
their number are a mere war of words unless they are restricted by 
definition. Chap.1V. Original Sin and Justification. Chap.V. The 
Sacrifice of the Mass. Chap. VI. Of the Real Presence and Tran- 
substantiation——two things confounded by Dr. Milner, as they were 
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confounded by the Council of Trent. All his quotations from the 
Fathers prove the Real Presence, but not Transubstantiation ; for at 
least the first five centuries, all the doctors of the Church Catholic 
held the doctrine which we now hold ; the exclusively Latin term and 
doctrine was never truly and properly decreed until 1551 im the Coun- 
cil of Trent; and it has never been so received by the Eastern 
Churches. Chap. VII. Of Communion in both kinds; historical 
facts ; the rejection of the cup to the Laity an effect of the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation. Crap. VIII. Of Purgatory, and Prayers for 
the Dead ; in which it is shewn that, as all abuses grow out of acknow- 
ledged truths, so this doctrine arises from the true doctrine of the inter- 
mediate state. Chap. 1X. Of the Invocation of Saints; one of the 
fruits of Purgatory, and not introduced earlier than the eighth cen- 
tury. Chap. X. Of Images and Relics, Chap. XI. Of the Power 
of Indulgences, &c.; Chap. XII. Of the Roman Supremacy, &e. 
Banner of the Cross. 


SELECTIONS. 


ASYLUM FOR DISABLED CLERGYMEN. 


Messrs. Eprrors.—The attention of the pious man or lady of 
wealth is invited to the following, and we would suggest that a portion 
of the collection made in this Diocese for the disabled Clergy and of 
the income of the association instituted for their relief some years ago, 
might be set apart as a fund to accumulate, until sufficient for this 
most interesting and useful charity. 


[From Markland ‘“ On the Reverence due to Holy Places.’’| 


“One such asylum as is here contemplated, we should indeed 
rejoice to see founded—and surprising it is that neither the piety of 
our forefathers, nor the urgent necessity of the case, should have 
given birth to any such institution. How many clergymen, tasked far 
beyond their strength, and spent in their Master’s work, some broken 
down in the meridian of their age and powers, others bowed by years, 
sickness, or infirmity, with no provision but that arising from a nar- 
row professional income, would gladly find a haven where their 
earthly anxieties might terminate! From stern necessity, in order to 
insure his daily bread, a clergyman is often compelled to retain his cure. 
Out of his very limited means he has been unable to lay up anything 
in store, and thus make the slightest provision for his old age ; he lin- 

ers therefore at a post for which his failing strength has unfitted hin, 
till fatal results have occurred in his parish. He lingers unwillingly, 
for he cannot disguise from himself the sad tale which the empty walls 
of his church and the progress of dissent proclaim. The evil must 
continue, nay increase, till death creates a vacancy for a successor 
younger indeed and more vigorous, but not more worthy or conscien- 
tious. Give, then, toa clergyman thus situated, the power of retiring 
—of entering a collegiate establishment, especially provided for worn- 
out, aged, and indigent ecclesiastics; where, bound by no vows, but 
by simple rules, in a sequestered, not secluded spot, rich perhaps ™ 
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natural beauty, he may enjoy the society of men of kindred minds, 
formerly engaged like himself in holy offices, where he may mingle 
with them in the daily service of the Church, in the enjoyment of a 
cood library, and if still equal to it, in the occasional superintendence 
of schools, or in other charitable and pious duties, in the neighbor- 
hood. Far from standing aloof from the world, and being condemned 
to cloistered solitude and an ascetic life, free intercourse with friends 
and society might continue. Though separated from the flock he had 
fed, and unable in his own person to join them in prayer, how many 
kind offices may he render by his counsel ? What light and sunshine 
would gild the closing days of many humble and lowly servants of 
our Lord, if the walls of Fountains, Jervaulx, Rievaulx, or Tintern, 
were restored and opened for their reception. Is this a dream, or 
may we not, after what has been recently achieved, anticipate that 
other men of affluence, on whom the mantle of Wykeham, Waynflete, 
or Morley may fall without accomplishing this good work 4 


“« «Reverend discipline and religious fear, 

And soft obedience, find sweet biding here, 

Silence and sacred rest, peace and pure joys 
* * * * * * 


The self-remembering soul sweetly recovers 

Her kindred with the stars; not basely hovers 

Below; but meditates her immortal way 

Home to the original source of light and intellectual day.’ 


“This is the very class of men to whom our great moralist, how- 
ever indisposed to grant the privilege of retirement, would willingly 
have yielded it. Retirement according to Johnson, ought perhaps, 
rarely to be permitted, ‘ except to those whose employment is consist- 
ent with abstraction, and who, though solitary, will not be idle; to 
those whom infirmity makes useless to the Commonwealth, or to those 
who have paid their due proportion to society, and who, having lived 


> 99 


for others, may be honorably dismissed to.live for themselves,’ ”— 
Calendar. 


> --- 


BISHOP WHITE’S VIEWS OF BAPTISM. 


What follows is the fifteenth section of a little book, entitled 
“Bishop White’s opinions on certain Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Points :” of which it is, no breach of trust to say, that itis another 
evidence of the diligence and devotion of the Rector of St. Peter’s 
Church, Philadelphia; and which it would be unjust not to say, is a 
most significant and seasonable publication. 


Or BaprisMAL’ REGENERATION. 


“Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, 
whereby Christian men are discerned from others that be not chris- 
tened; but it is also a sign of regeneration or new birth.”— From 


Art. XX VII. 


i He hath also ordained one visible Sacrament of spiritual regener- 
ation in water.” —Arbhp. Cranmer, Vol. ii. p. 302. 
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‘* The Church teaches us to believe, agreeably to the promise of 
Christ, that He will give His Holy Spirit to those who ask it, We 
are consequently instructed to supplicate a God of mercy, that ‘the 
child now to be baptized, may receive the fulness of His grace, and 
ever remain in the number of His faithful children. And again, ‘We 
call upon Thee for this infant, that he, coming to Thy holy baptism, 
may receive remission of sin, by spiritual regeneration.’ After the 
performance of the sacramental duty, the Church, keeping in view 
the petitions which have been offered up in behalf of the disciple, and 
confiding in the fulfilment of the promised aid, calls upon us to return 
thanks to the Almighty, that ‘it hath pleased Him to regenerate the 
infant with His Holy Spirit, toreceive him for His own child by adop- 
tion, and to incorporate him into His holy Church.’’’—Bp. Moore, of 
Virginia. Con. Ser. p.8. 

Q. Is baptismal regeneration a Church doctrine? 

A. Bishop White says, “So far as the duty of a conventional 
preacher is concerned, the author is of opinion that there should be 
carefully avoided all questions on which the sense of the Episcopal 
Church is doubtful: but it isto be lamented, that there should be 
brought under this head a doctrine, i. e., Baptismal Regeneration, 
which we have been taught to lisp in the earliest repetitions of our 
Catechism; which pervades sundry of our devotional services, espe- 
cially the baptismal; which is affirmed in our Articles also; which 
was confessedly held and taught during the ages of the martyrs; and 
the belief of which was universal in the Church until it was perceived 
to be inconsistent with a religious theory, the beginning and the 
progress of which can be as distinctly traced, as those of any error 
of Popery.” 

Q. Why does the Church retain the term “regeneration,” in con- 
nexion with baptism ¢ 

A. Bishop White says “ The phraseology of the Church, in this 
particular, is nothing but a continuation of that of all Christendom, 
until the compiling of the Liturgy, and for some time after.”’ 

@. How does our Church consider baptism ? 

A. Bishop White says, ‘Our Church considers this ordinance as 
an actual grafting into the Church, without any such distinction as the 
one invented between a visible and an invisible society, under that 
name.” 

Q. Who are the legitimate children of the Church ? 

A. Bishop White says, “She (the Church) considers as her legiti- 
mate children all who, having been brought within her communion by 
the regenerating rite of baptism, have not swerved, in conduct, from 
the profession therein made by them, or in their name.” 

Q. Give another quotation from Bishop White. 

A. Bishop White says, ‘“ To the insertion of this prayer, (a praye! 
proposed to be inserted instead of the one in the Confirmation service) 
there have been made two objections—the first is, that it would add to 
the sanction given to the doctrine of baptismal regeneration confess 
edly contained in the original prayer. But O! what a purgation must 
there be of our Articles, of our services, and of our homilies, if this 
prejudice is to be complied with !” 
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. What blessing does baptism confer on infants ? 

A. Bishop White says, ‘ There nature is sanctified by the posses- 
sion of grace bestowed in baptism: a grace which, if improved, is 
sufficient for the exigencies of future life, and therefore sufficient to 
prepare them for early death.” 

Again, Bishop White says, “ Concerning infants brought to Christ 
by baptism, it is a Scriptural truth, not contradicted within the first 
fifteen hundred years of the Christian era, that they are made His by 
baptismal regeneration : under which term there is here included not 
a moral change, but partly the being begotten again to immortality, 
spoken of in 1 Peter, i.3; and partly the new character assured to 
them ina federal institution, in which the aids of the Holy Spirit are 
stipulated to them on the part of God.” 

Q. Is “ baptismal regeneration” an error ? 

A. Bishop White says, “ If there be error in what she (the Church) 
afirms concerning baptismal regeneration: it is an error which has 
shed its baneful influence throughout her system. On such a supposi- 
tion, the baptismal services are a gross deception on the parents and 
the sponsors. Nor is this the worst. As soon as the infant becomes 
capable of lisping his Catechism, he is taught to say, that he receives 
his name in baptism, adding, ‘ Wherein | was made a member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 
How full of delusion to the youthful mind ; if there be a moral cer- 
tainty in regard to the great mass of those for whom the answer was 
intended, that they are the children of the devil and the apparent 
inheritors of his kingdom; until rescued from him by a conversion 
for which they are not yet ripe !”’ 

Q. Isthe denial of “ baptismal regeneration” the source of many 
errors ? 

A. Bishop White says, “ He is free to declare that he knows of no 
one error into which so many errors of modern times resolve them- 
selves, as that of quitting the ground of bapzismal regeneration; which, 
as is here conceived, and of which proof will be endeavored, was not 
only delivered by Christ and His Apostles, but reigned in the Church 
without contradiction, until within three centuries of the present time.” 

Q. Are the benefits of baptism important ? 

A, Bishop White says, “It would seem, that the Church contem- 
plated the benefit of baptism as so important, and was so desirous of 
conveying her sense of the nature of the institution, that she design- 
edly varied her phrases in order that no room should be left to doubt 
the Christian state of any person, duly entercd by baptism into the 
visible profession of Christianity.” —“ The Msssionary” New Jersey. 





— i ~ 


ON CONFIRMATION. 
Pastoral Letter of the Bishop of Llandaff. 
Deanery, ST. Pauu’s, June 9, 1847. 
Rev. Brother,—With the full intention of holding conformations 
throughout my Diocese this year, but being unable at present to fix the 
precise days, I think it best to call your serious attention to the subject, 
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that you may not only prepare the young persons under your charge 
for the due reception of that ordinance of the Church, but that you 
may take this opportunity of instructing your congregation in its 
nature and true meaning, which is often ill understood by professed 
members of our Church, and still oftener misrepresented by those 
who separate themselves from our communion. 

I do not wish to infuse the bitterness of religious controversy into 
these instructions; but we must not shrink from maintaining the 
original constitution of Christ’s Church in every point which we 
believe to be essential, and which we know to have been sanctioned by 
the Apostles, and by those ministers whom they appointed, transmit 
its doctrines, and its ordinances in unbroken succession to the present 
day. 
That Christ did appoint a regular ministry, and that every member 
of His Church was to be admitted into it by baptism under their 
authority, is a truth as certain and undeniable as that He died on the 
cross and rose again on the third day. That the prayer for divine 

race was accompanied by solemn imposition of hands upon those 
individuals who were specially commissioned to preach the word, and 
that this rite was, in the apostolic age, adopted tor the admission of 
believers into the privileges of the Church, cannot be questioned by 
any who receive the writings of the New Testament as the charter of 
our faith. 

That this rite was universally practised, without distinction of race 
or sex, wherever the Gospel spread, is an undisputed fact—subject 
merely to variation as to circumstances of a subordinate kind, which 
do not affect its essential character. These variations, indeed, may be 
regarded as bearing testimony to the universal acceptance of the rite 
itself, as necessary to the due admission of every member into the 
Church. The difference of opinion as to the proper age of adminis- 
tering it has sprung up comparatively in moderntimes. In the ancient 
Church all we know concerning it is, that the practice of baptizing 
infants began very early, in accordance with our Saviour’s affecting 
admonition and example, and that no dispute ever arose in any Church 
or country concerning the lawfulness of this practice, or its evil ter- 
dency, or its inconsistency with the Apostolical institutions. There 
is, then, a blank in the evidence of our opponents, which speaks more 
forcibly than the production of positive proofs on the other side. 
This silence shows that the thing was not only not forbidden, but that 
it was never questioned; and when even the epistles in the New Tes- 
mament, and every historical fragment of the finst three centuries 
that has come down to us, bear testimony to prevalence of various 
heretical opinions and disorderly practices, which called for the cor 
rection of authority in those early times, how can we believe that this 
should have had universal acceptance, without the full and undoubted 
approval of the Apostles themselves, when perfectly enlightened 4 
to the full extent of the Gospel dispensation 4 

That the baptized infant was gradually instructed in the doctrine of 
the Gospel, and when duly qualified was brought to the Bishop fot 
the completion of his baptismal rite, is also an unquestionable tru). 
This public recognition ofthis spiritual incorporation of the Chur¢ 
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was accompanied by solemn imposition of hands, and a prayer for the 
Divine blessing upon each individual. 

That this rite should now be set at nought, and even derided (as I 
have known it to be by some Dissenters) is unaccountable in any pro- 
fessed Christians. I have heard them charge the doctrine with 
absurdity, that any man’s salvation should depend upon such a cere- 
mony. The same objection might be urged against every external 
ordinance. We do notteach that without this ordinance there can be 
no salvation; but we do teach and testify against all such gainsayers, 
that they put their own salvation in peril when they offend any one of 
these little ones who believe in Christ; wh€n, without any authority 
but that of each man’s private conceit or fancy, they wilfully contra- 
vene the authority of all Christian Churches, and undermine the faith, 
and disturb the conscience, of a single brother for whom Christ 
died. 

In maintaining the necessity of baptism as a means of regeneration, 
I would by all means advise you to avoid those subtle controversies 
respecting the precise meaning of regeneration, with which some have 
perplexed themselves, have erred concerning the faith, and have dis- 
tracted the peace of the Church, without any tendency to edification. 

The Liturgy calls all the baptized regenerate—. e., in a state of 
grace; so St. Paul calls the Christian converts sanctified—purified— 
temples of the Holy Ghost—epithets applied even to those who incur 
his reproof. Baptism is the commencement of spiritual life—a life 
which grows with our growth. We cannot presume to say at what 
moment the saving influence of the Spirit fully operates, nor how far 
it may be resisted, or quenched, or recovered within us. It is enough 
to know that without baptism we have no right toreckon upon it; nor 
even then, without the concurrence, as far as we are able, of our own 
prayers and endeavors to be incommunion with the Spirit. Peremp- 
tory definitions of such points are presumptuous and dangerous, and 
have no tendency to improve the mind or to increase spiritual 
knowledge. 

The same I wonld say of all metaphysical attempts to fix the exact 
boundaries of scripturalterms. Their meaning varies with the con- 
text, and can never be duly ascertained except in conjunction with it. 
And here I cannot but remind you of the golden rule in all reasoning— 
hot to require greater accuracy in the definition of words than the 
nature of the argument in which you are engaged requires. All 
words are used with many variations of sense. If you suspect that 
the sense in which you employ them on any particular occasion is not 
perceived, explain it with precision and distinguish it carefully from all 
| » other of its senses; but never forget that this distinction is called for 
is only to guard against mistake or confusion, not by any means to imply 
d that this is its sole or its proper sense whenever it is used. In this 

manner you will avoid the unprofitable disputations which arise 
respecting such words as Grace, Regeneration, Faith, Election, and a 









of multitude of others, which engender only strife, and lead to no useful 
nf Purpose whatever, and yet will omit no saving truth or point of Chris- 
h. “an doctrine. 
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In your instructions, therefore, upon the subject of confirmation my 
advice is that, having once placed the subject upon its true foundation, 
you should apply yourself to the explanation of such particulars as 
you find, by examination of each candidate, either misunderstood, or 
not so well understood as even a child is capable of; that you should 
point out the bearing it has upon their own individual case, according 
to their situation in life, or their domestic relations, or the temptations 
to which they are especially exposed; and, above all, that you should 
guard against the error which we are falsely accused of teaching, that 
as children of God they have now any privilege or blessing which they 
may not by their own sinftJness any day forfeit. You will also doubt- 
less impress upon them the grievous sin of speaking lightly on any 
Apostolic ordinance, especially of those in which the aid and blessing 
of the Holy Ghost is devoutly implored. 

The profane objection urged sometimes by Dissenters to the prac- 
tice of imposition of hands, as if we believed there was some influence 
of a magical kind transmitted by this means from the commencement of 
the series to the present day, you may easily refute, even to a child’s 
understanding. They might just as well call the blessing which 
accompanied the first imposition of hands by the Apostles a magical 
influence as give that name to the act when performed in obedience to 
their authority and example. 

I have addressed these thoughts to you, in the hope that you will 
communicate the substance of them in such manner as you may think 
best suited to the congregation you address, adding any simple illus- 
trations that seem likely to render them more intelligible or more 
impressive. I earnestly wish you to speak not to children only, but 
to the old quite as much as to the young, and to furnish them with 
wholesome truths and scriptural reasons by which they may answer the 
gainsayers, and in so doing confirm themselves and the young people 
connected with them, in the doctrines and Apostolic discipline of the 
primitive Church. I think also that this opportunity should not be 
omitted of inculcating the duty, so aflectionately enjoined by our 
Lord and His Apostles, of umon in the Church and of pointing out 
the great sin of causing schisms and divisions among Christians. I 
would ground these admonitions solely upon scriptural authority which 
is too plain to be mistaken. The sin of causeless separation is 80 
repeatedly urged as an offence of the worst kind, that we should be 
inexcusable if we shrunk from declaring it, and from continually put- 
ting our flocks in remembrance of the danger they incur by wilfully 

disobeying these commands. And may the Almighty aid and prosper 
your labors, and give you strength and encouragement under all the 
vexatious opposition which | well know beset many of you in this 
branch of duty. Consider Him as looking on upon you when thus 
engaged, and remember His heavenly promise, that you shall be 
richly rewarded if you faint not. 
I remain, your affectionate brother in Christ. 


E. LuAanpaFF. 








Poetry. 


POS TRY .—Sevecren. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


We lay before our readers the Lord’s Prayer, beautifully paraphrased into an acrostic, 
by Thomas Sturtevant. Jr., a soldier of the 26th Regiment U. 8S. Infantry, and who was 
a prisoner of war in the province of Upper Canada. 


Our Lord and King who reigns enthroned on high! 
Father of light! mysterious Deity ! 

Who art the great I AM, the last, the first, 

Art righteous, holy, merciful, and just, 

In realms of glory, scenes where angels sing, 
Heaven is the dwelling place of God our King, 


Hallowed thy name, which doth all names wanscend, 


Be thou adored our great Almighty Friend, 

Thy Glory shines beyond Creation’s space, 

Named in the book of Justice and of Grace, 

Thy kingdom towers beyond the starry skies; 
Kingdoms satanic fall, but thine shall rise, 

Come let thine empire, O thou Holy one, 

Thy great and everlasting will be done ! 

Will God make known his will, his power display ? 
Be it the will of mortals to obey, 

Done is the great and wondrous works of love, 

On Calvary’s cross he died, but reigns above, 
Earth bears the record in thy holy word, 

As heaven adores thy name, let earth, O Lord, 

Zé shines transcendant in the eternal skies. 

Zs praised in heaven, for man the Saviour dies. 

In songs, immortal angels laud his name, 

Heaven shouts with joy, and saints his love proclaim. 
Give us, O Lord, our food, nor cease to give 

Us that food on which our souls may live ! 

This be our boon to-day and days to come, 

Day without end in our eternal home ! 

Our needy souls supply from day to day, 

Daily assist and aid us when we pray. 

Bread though we ask, yet Lord, thy blessing lend, 
And make us grateful when thy gifts descend, 
Forgive our sins, which in destructions place 

Us the vile children of a rebel race, 

Our follies, faults, and trespasses forgive, 

Debts which we ne’er can pay, or thou receive ; 

As we, O Lord, our neighbor’s faults o’erlook, 

We beg thou d’st blot out from thy memory’s book, 
Forgive our enemies, extend our grace 

Our souls to save, e’en Adam’s guilty race, 
Debdtor’s to thee in Gratitude and Love, 
And in that duty paid by saints above, 
Lead us from sin, and in thy mercy raise 

Us from the tempter and his hellish ways, 
Not in our own, but in his name who bled, 
Into thine ear, we pour eur every need. 
Temptations fatal charms help us to shun, _ 
But may we conquer through thy conquering Son! 
Deliver us from all which can annoy 

Ys in this world and may our souls destroy, 
From all calamities which men betide, 
Evil and death, O turn our feet aside ; 
For we are mortal worms and cleave to clay ; 

Thine ’tis to rule and mortals to obey. 
Is not thy mercy, Lord, foreyer free? 

Lhe whole creation knows no God but thee, 
Kingdom and Empire in thy presence fall ; 
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The King eternal reigns the King of all. 
Power is with thee—to thee be glory given, 
And be thy name adored by oat and heaven, 
The praise of saints and angels is thine own; 
Glory to thee, the everlasting One, 

Forever be thy holy name adored ; 

Amen, Hosanna! blessed be the Lord! 





THOUGHTS OF HEAVEN. 


BY PARK BENJAMIN. 


Not in the hey-day of our health and joy, 

When pleasures lure us and no cares annoy, 

Not when the sun of morning brightly glows, 
And fresh the dews upon Life’s opening rose, 
Doth man remember what Time surely brings 

Or fix his heart upon eternal things. 

But in our after years the soul is weaned 

From worldly joys, and thoughts that intervened 
Between our eyes and Heaven are swept away, 
Like tinted vapours from the close of day. 
Grief the heart softens; sickness searches Soups 
Hope’s blossoms fall; our loved ones sink to sleep ; 

Then Disappointment, towards that better land 

Turns the sad mind and lifts the feeble hand, 

Where, with the certainty of faith, desires 

Of purer nature light serener fires. 

What though success our strongest efforts crown, 

Wealth fails, and perishes our best renown. 

Something sublimer doth the spirit crave, 

That scorns oblivion and defies the grave. 

Such is the solemn twilight of man’s age, 

The wise reflections that his mind engage. 

Then from his wickedness the wicked turns 

And what is right and lawful truly learns, 

And so lives on, that peace and hope survive 

The form’s decay, and saves his soul alive. Calendar. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Pastoral Letter from the “ House of Bishops.” —In obedience to Canon 
Vilith of 1841, Section 3d,—this document was read in, we believe 
all of our City Churches, and doubtless will be in those in the 


country. 


To the Pastors of the Congregations in the Diocese of South-Carolina. 
Breturen: Ar the late Triennial Meeting of “the Board of Mis- 
sions,” the annexed resolution was passed, and in inviting your atten- 
tion to it, it is proper to state, that the Missionary fund in all three of 
its departments, Diocesan, Domestic and Foreign, is altogether insuf- 
ficient to meet the just, and in many instances, the pledged claims 
upon lit. 

You are therefore, respectfully requested to cause a Collection to be 
made on Advent Sunday, November 28th, or on such other Sunday 
near that date as you may prefer, the amount to be applied as each 


contributer may designate, or (if not designated by the donor,) as ea¢ 





» oe ”™ 





1847.| Religious Intelligence. 277 


Pastor may decide—the portion for the Missions within this Diocese, 
to be transmitted to the “ Ecclesiastical Authority,’ and that for the 
Missions, under the care of the “P.E. Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society,” to its Agents in Charleston, J. K. Sass, Esq., for 
Domestic, and H. Trescor, Esq., for Foreign Missions. 

« Blessed is he that considereth the poor, the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble.” ‘If thou hast abundance, give alms accordingly ; 
if thou have but a little, be not afraid to give according to that little: 
for thou layest up a good treasure for thyself against the day of ne- 


cessity.”’ 
I remain, yours in “one holy Ministry,” 


C. E. GADSDEN, 
Bishop of the Dioeese of South-Carolina. 


“ Resolved, That it be recommended to the Bishops of the Church 
“to appoint Advent Sunday, November 28th, for a collection in behalf 
“of Domestic Missions; and if in any case the proposed collection 
“shall interfere with stated parochial arrangements, then that a col- 
“lection or contribution be made in such parishes on some other day, 
‘as near the time proposed, as shall be consistent with such parochial 
“arrangements.” 


Pinckney Lecture-—On the day appointed by the honorable founder 
“the Wednesday after the 2d Tuesday in November,” the first of the 
Lectures for this year was delivered at St. Philip’s Church by the 
Rev. N. Hyatt, Rector of St. James Parish, Santee. 


Missionary Lecture——That for October was by the Rev. E. Phillips, 
Rector of St. Thomas’. That for November was by the Rey. N. 
Hyatt, Rector of St. James Santee, and the amount received on both 
occasions was, for Diocesan Missions, $1,6 cts ; for Domestic $7,44 cts. 
for Foreign, $2,48 cts. 

Missions of our Church.—In our own Diocese, the Missionary for 
Darlington district, writes: “It will no doubt give you pleasure to 
hear that the prospect is opening for implanting the institutions of the 
Gospel at the Court-House. Through a friend on the part of the 
Trustees of the Academy, and from the present Principal, [ obtained 
the building and held my first services for this place on October 31st, 
Appointments have been made for the last Sunday of each month. 
The attendance was good; the number there is reason to think will 
be increased.” The Missionary for Chester district writes: ‘“ My 
congregations since I saw you last have been very good. I have now 
three appointments, one at the Court-House, one in York district (on 
the borders of Chester)—where we have 95 or 6 Communicants ; I 
preach twice a month in “Immanuel Church” (at Landsford). 

In other Dioceses, the Missionaries of our General Society state, 
we extract from the “Spirit of Missions.” From Illinois, the 
“Itinerant” writes: “If you could have seen our struggles to erect a 
house of worship, and gather a congregation, in a place where the 
Gospel had not been preached for years—where intemperance pre- 
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vailed to a great extent—where nearly all the influential heads of 
families were indifferent to religion, if not opposed to it openly—and 
where the Episcopal Church was known only as its enemies had rep- 
resented it,—you would indeed bless Gad that there is now a conveni- 
ent and substantial place of worship, a goodly number who regularly 
attend it, and who almost without exception conform to our worship, 
and, as St. Paul says, ‘‘ bow their knees,” honestly turning round and 
kneeling down on the floor, when the minister says, “ Let us pray.” 
Nor has the hearing of the Gospel, I trust, been unmixed with faith, 
One whom | attended through a long and fatal illness, confessed that 
her first deep religious impressions were received when our little 
chapel was consecrated, and she saw the table of the Lord spread 
and she not admitted there. By gradual steps did her mind open to 
the truth, and she renounce the errors of Unitarianism, and embrace a 
crucified Saviour by faith, as her Lord and God,—was baptized into 
this faith, and took the cup of blessing, calling upon his name,—and 
finally, when called, entered, we trust, through the blood of the coven- 
ant, into his rest. ‘This eventseemed blessed to the spiritual good of 
the living. The mother and sister have, I trust, given good evidences 
that, through grace, they have been turned from darkness to light, and 
can now say, “ Before | was afflicted [ went astray, but now have I 
kept thy word.” Several others have alsoturned their faces Zionward. 
Two I have baptized in the sick room, who have since died. On the 
25th of April I baptized four adults in the Church; and on last Sun 
day the Bishop confirmed these, and tour more, (8).”’ 

From Michigan, at Jackson, “Of the services here reported and the 
‘sermons preached elsewhere,” forty-three were in the State Prison, 
where I have officiated as chaplain. ‘The religious aspect of that for- 
biddin, place is nearly as encouraging as in the Parish. Several of 
the convicts have become men of prayer.” 

From Alabama, Huntsville, “In view of the present embarrassed 
condition of the Missionary fund, and of the assistance already given 
by your Society in times past, the Vestry have determined that this 
parish shall become self-supporting. I therefore tender my resigna- 
tion as Missionary, and surrender all claim upon the appropriation 
made to this station. We are thankful for former assistance, and trust 
to do something in our turn in a few years.” 

From a Chaplain in the Navy. ‘ Oregon calls aloud. Experiments 
have well prepared the way for the Church. Willthe Church at home 
send $1,000 the current year to California? If so, whether on salary 
or donation per Church, it will do what $20,000 will be required for 
in three years from this. There is no way of locating lands in and 
near villages (future cities) but by extinguishing titles, now Mexican— 
soon they cannot be bought. Under sound advice, 1 can do great things 
for the Church during the year. In the name of my Master, I ask ol 
Churches to come to His help.” 

From the North-Western Missionary Bishop: ‘“ Bishop Freeman’ 
desire is to provide the most efficient means for training up and sen 
ing forth able Missionaries for the South-Western field generally, and, 
at the same time, carrying; on, in the most effective manner, the Mis- 
sionary work in the particylar field in whichthe school may be placed. 





Le 2) 


-_—_ 


ia 


_ 


‘77 


Cu 








1847.] Religious Intelligence. 279 


His plan is a very simple one. It is, to furnish @ home for two or 
three Missionaries—oxe of them, at least, to have a family—where, 
living retired and at little expense, they shall conduct a school for the 
veneral education of youth, having an eve to their moral and religious 
culture, and especially for the fitting of such as desire it, and give evi- 
dence of piety and sufficient talent, for the work of the Ministry; and 
vh_nce they shall statedly go forth, by turns, to the proper labor of 
Missionaries in the neighboring country. ‘The first step is to provide 
the home; and this he has the opportunity of doing vow, in an eligible 
position, with the moderate outlay, at present, of $1000.” He has 
received $174 of which, from two ladies of South-Carolina, $124. 
From Africa —*“The natives seem to have no fear of either the 
ocean or its inhabitants, but with their fishing line around their heads, 
plunge fearlessly into the surf, and after swimming out into the open 
ocean, fish there for hours, without the least substance to bnoy them 
up; as they catch the fish, they string them upon a short line attached 
to their necks, and as the fish float, they do not increase their weight. 
The reason of their fishing in this singular manner, is a superstition 
which prevents their using canoes for that purpose at a particular sea- 
son of the year.” 

From Athens.—The poor cripple Caterina, (so favorably known in 

the early days of our Mission, and who has often excited the sympa- 
thy of our visitors on account of her deplorable infirmity, being obliged 
to drag her whole length along on her hands and feet!) finding it more 
and more difficult to make her way through the now crowded streets 
and the muddy lanes in winter, was received into many private fami- 
lies, remaining two or three weeks at a time, and gaining twenty-five 
cents per diem and her food. She is now and has been for a long 
time regularly employed in the palace as a seamstress, her wages 
being ten dollars a month, and a portion of food among the king’s 
servants. In 1832, she was a miserable helpless beggar, living day 
and night in the wretched lanes of Athens. She could neither read 
nor sew, and her condition was not much above that of a brute. Now, 
besides being independent in circumstances, she is a well-informed, a 
pious and humble minded Christian, and is the owner of one book, 
which she is able to read and understand and appreciate, and that book 
is the Word of God.” 

From China.—“* There are three distinct versions of the 8S. 8S. in 
Chinese—Morrison’s, Gutzlaff’s, and Medhurst’s; and it is universally 
conceded, that a careful revision would be likely to improve the very 
choicest parts of each. Certainly a standard version—though it were 
only a pro tempore standard—would relieve us from a great many difh- 
culties; and especially is it desirable that the names of God should be 
represented by characters the most suitable which the language cah 
‘urnish, and moreover such as all the preachers of the gospel shall 
Wzree to use, and adhere to, in their writings and teachings.”’.-...... 

A Church of adequate dimensions is to be forthwith erected, a Par- 
sonage added, and a Clergyman procured from England, through the 
Intervention of the Church Missionary Society. You will, I am sure, 
be gratified to know that this project owes its origin and adoption 
chiefly to the exertions of our Bishop,—l believe I ought rather to 
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say, to his sickness, for I do not think he would have felt at liberty to 
give his time and thoughts to it, if he had not been prohibited from 
preaching and from Chinese studies. I have no doubt but that this 
fact will tend to strengthen the already excellent understanding which 
exists between ourselves and all the members of the Church of Eng- 
land, with whom we have had any connection either by personal inter- 
course or correspondence.” 

From Constantinople-—“ Kas Michel ex-communicated by the Papal 
Chaldean Patriarch, has been received by me, and after residing a 
year with us in Constantinople, under instruction, has been sent to his 
own country, where he has now been several months. He is,I believe, 
a faithful man, a sound Churchman, and thoroughly imbued with the 
desire of doing goed. I may have something to say of his labors thus 
far at another time. He is the only Missionary in that region, except- 
ing those from the Church of Rome.” 

The amount reported for Domestic Missions is, $1,082; from South- 
Carolina, $143; for Foreign, $710; from South-Carolina, $275. 

Missions of Virginia.—The Episcopal Recorder, of Oct. 30th, con- 
tains a strong and somewhat startling report of the Diocesan Mission- 
ary Society of this very extensive and important Diocese. We are 
sorry to observe this deterioration in the funds of a Diocese so abun- 
dantly able to furnish means for its support. 

We have heard it said, often and again, that those who do most for 
Foreign, and other extraneous Missions, will do most for Home Mis- 
sions, in other words, Diocesan Missions. 

The statement before us asserts, a sad falling off of care for the 
destitute sections of the Diocese. The whole report is worthy of 
attention, and, in reality, urges the principle for which we have, in our 
plain way, always contended. Provide for your own household’s, 
your families, your Dioceses, and as you grow in strength you will 
the more readily and carefully attend to the wants of more distant 
brethren. 

The lesson taught in this report applies well to the Diocese of Wes- 
tern INew- York, and yet we are happy to say, that with our nearly 50 
Missionary stations and nearly 40 Missionaries, who have been duly 
paid quarterly, we have contributed a very creditable proportion to 
the Foreign and Domestic Boards.— Utica Gospel Messenger. 


There are now (we are informed by Bishop Delancy in his Pastoral 
Letter) 250 Missionaries sustained by the different Dioceses, besides 
the 100 employed by the Domestic Committee of the Board of 
Missions. 

General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Unionx—From the 21st 
Annual Report, we extract “ The most important measure of the 
Committee the last year, has been the publication of a cheap library 
of one hundred volumes, neatly bound in uniform, put up in cases, and 
sold at the low price of $10. This library is obtaining a wide cireu- 
lation—fitted, as it is, not only for the Sunday School, but also for 
day schools and families, At the same time with this, new editions of 
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our books of instruction have been issued, and sold at greatly reduced 
prices. Thus, during the past year, the entire apparatus of religious 
instruction, which the Society has prepared for the young, is put within 
the reach of parishes, schools and families of the most limited means ; 
and gives to the charities of those more blessed, a wider diffusion and 
larger resets.” «. <0 “ The agent reported that he had called, upon 
the business of his agency, on four Bishops, eighty-seven Parochial 
Clergymen, thirty-five Superintendents of Sunday Schools; had inter- 
views witha large number of prominent Laymen; visited, on the busi- 
ness of the Society, the booksellers in all the principal towns; was 
present at the meeting of, and addressed five Sunday Schools; deliv- 
ered sixteen unwritten addresses ; preached twenty-one discourses; 
wrote nine letters; distributed two printed circulars, and was absent 
two months and six days.”.-..-..- “In a Library comprising so great a 
variety—Narrative, Biography, History, Poetry, Allegory, Catechism 
and Devotion, it is altogether probable that expressions may be found 
which have inadvertently escaped revision, and which in themselves 
are liable to objection, even when the design and scope of the book 
are most salutary. No work can be found that is above criticism, and 
the Committee do not wish to publish any deneath it. Even the Divine 
Word is made to signify differently to different minds. But with all 
our allowed diversity of opinion, we believe there is a common ground ; 
and itis our most anxious desire—our constant effort, as we have 
before said, to publish and recommend ‘such books, as present in 
their integrity, those, and only those great truths, which are plainly 
recognized in all the authorized standards of the Church.”...... 
“The Children’s Magazine continues to have the support of the 
friends of the Union, and is still a welcome and instructive visitant to 
the children of the Church.”....-. The available capital is $4,359; 


and the Total property in Stereotype Plates, $12,769. 


St. Mary’s Hall, Burlington, New-Jersey—The closing Exercises 
of the Summer Term of this Institution took place on Wednesday, 
the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. Inthe evening the numer- 
ous pupils were assembled in the large recitation room, which had 
been tastefully decorated with evergreens and flowers. In the centre 
of araised platform, sat the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, and 
upon either hand the young ladies, whose part it was to read Compo- 
sitions upon the occasion. The room was densely filled by a highly 
intelligent and evidently much gratified audience. We could not help 
feeling, that it must have been a happy hour for the right worthy 
Bishop, as we looked around upon the constellation of bright eyes and 
gladsome faces; and beheld the results of his faith, industry and per- 
severance in the assemblage of more than six score pupils, belonging 
to this noble Church Institution, originated by himself. Who can 
calculate the influence to be mtbr, | upon another generation, by 


these daughters of St. Mary’s! We have accustomed ourselves to 
look upon her Schools, as emphatically the hope of the Church ; whe- 
ther we regard the pupils themselves, or the influence which in turn 
they are to exercise over others, The system of the Church differs 
widely from that of most of the bodies by which she is surrounded. 
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She discards all violent excitements. She does not cast her children 
from her arms at the Baptismal Font, and leave them to the tempta- 
tions of the world, and the devices of the great enemy of mankind, to 
follow the evil promptings of their nature until death has terminated 
their probation, or affliction and disappointment sent them back to her, 
for that consolation which earth cannot minister. Her solicitude for 
her offspring never ceases. Her system, when properly carried out, 
never loses sight of them. Her motto manifestly is, Innocence pre- 
served, is better than sin repented of; whether the consequences to 
the individual or to society be considered. She views her children as 
vines of the Lord’s planting, whose tendency by nature is to the earth; 
to which, unless support be afforded, they will assuredly stoop, and 
therefore her friendly arm, upon which they may lean, is never with- 
drawn—her training for the skies, begun in childhood’s earliest years, 
is never interrupted, until she with holy offices commits them to the 
tomb, in the cheermg hope of a resurrection. But, Mr. Editor, 
whither am I running?. I sat out with the intention of putting down 
hastily, a few notes about the closing exercises at St. Mary’s. To 
my task, then. ‘The exercises consisted of music, vocal and instru- 
mental, and the reading of Compositions, which were of a character 
to reflect much credit upon Teachers and Pupils. The musical per- 
formances, some of which were by very young girls, were really 
admirable as to time and expression. Compositions in French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian, as well as English, were read. 

At the conclusion of this entertainment, the teachers, pupils, and 
visiters, resorted to the beautiful Chapel, where, after religious 
services, diplomas were conferred upon the young ladies of the gra- 
duating class, who were addressed by the Bishop in the happiest 
manner, and received his benediction, kneeling; whilst every heart in 
the assembly, I am sure, responded an Amen.— Banner of the Cross. 

Burlington College-—At the closing Exercises of the first Academic 
year, George P. Maculloch, Esq., spoke in substance as follows: 
“This Institution professes to meet the demands, and to supply the 
wants of the present age; and with this view has made innovations 
upon prevalent usage. Among other points, it gives to modern lan- 
guages an important position,—a position to which the state of the 
world and the intercourse between its various nations, owing to the 
activity of commerce, and the passion for travel, have given them 4 
just title. Modern languages then, have been made an important 
department of study in this College, while a high standard of imstruc- 
tion in the Ancient languages is also aimed at. The doubt that I felt 
and expressed a year ago, was, whether a command of modern idiom 
could be obtained, without neglect of Cicero and Demosthenes, of 
Virgil and Homer. I must confess that I supposed the one course 
must be abridged to make room for the other; and that the study of 
Ethics, Physics, and Mathematics, if coupled with a general view ° 
European Literature, would leave little time for Hebrew, Greek, a0 
Roman scholarship. I was curious, therefore, to witness the oper 
tion of this system, and to criticise what seemed to me to be a Babe 
mixture of tongues. Of a truth, after twenty years of teaching, there 
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remains something for the teacher tolearn, The experiment has been 
made, and after scrupulous and jealous examination, it seems fully 
ascertained that a general acquaintance with the German, French, 
Italian and Spanish languages, is by no means incompatible with the 
thorough na of the Ancient Classics. In giving my testimony to 
the proficiency evinced in every other department of study, I must 
assert that the progress made in language exceeds my utmost expec- 
tation; and I am now ready to grant, that the usual time appropriated 
to a College course is sufficient for the acquisition both of the Ancient 
and Modern languages, as well as for the study of the Sciences usually 
embraced in a full Collegiate course. 

I said that self-interest was one of my motives in attending this 
examination. A new Institution must needs be an experiment; and 
to commit a near and very dear youth tothe hazard of an experiment, 
requires no small exercise of faith andnerve. It was then, with fear 
and hesitation that one near and dear to me was sent here. Now, 
however, I rejoice that the trial has been made. I congratulate 
parents who have made a similar trial. In view, not only of the stu- 
dies, but of the moral and religious training, of the internal regula- 
tions, and of the thousand minor details that bear upon and form the 
character, there seems to me to be no want that has not been foreseen, 
no requirements which have not been met. Had I fifty sons to edu- 
cate, sir, they shouldall come to Burlington College.” 


The Bishop of Maine.—To this holy office, the Rev. George 
Burges, D.D., Rector of Christ Church, Hartford, was consecrated 
in the said Church on Sunday Oct. 31st. He was presented by the 
Bishops of Connecticut and Massachusetts—the Sermon was by the 
Bishop of Rhode Island—Text, 1 Tim. 3: 15. His consecrators were 
the Bishops of Illinois, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and New Hampshire. In the afternoon the Bishop of Maine 
preached his farewell Sermon to his late flock at Hartford, of 
which he has been the Rector 13 years. 


_A Holy Suggestion—When the House of Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ties in General Convention were about to take a vote on an important 
and much agitated point, a Rev: Delegate from Connecticut (Dr. 
Jarvis) “implored the members (reports ‘‘ the Churchman’’) in terms 
of earnest entreaty, before they proceeded to cast their votes, to keep 
silence for a space, and to spend a few moments in silent prayer. Not 
a sound was heard—not a breathing seemed to escape from any one 
present. Such a solemnity was seldom or ever witnessed; such an 
occasion cannot be described. “ The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 


Maryland—The 59th Annual Convention of this Diocese was held 
May 27th-29th—present, the Bishop, 90 of the Clergy, and many 
Lay-delegates. There are 115 Presbyters and Deacons. Many 
new Canons were passed, one with this provision, “ No accused 
clergyman shall be convicted of any offence, except upon the 
Oaths of two credible witnesses, or upon the oath of one witness, 
whose testimony is corroborated by pregnant circumstances.”.....- 
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In his address, the Bishop said, “ Worldliness is, indeed, rife among 
us, I fear increasingly so in many quarters; and it is undeniable that 
gross wickedness and utter irreligion are manifesting themselves more 
and more in the community in which we live; but at the same time [ 
rejoice to believe that these facts are forcing themselves on the atten- 
tion of the seriously disposed in such wise as to compel them to regard 
the faith and duty of a Christian in a new point of view, as utterly 
irreconcilable with the ways and notions of the world, antagonistic to 
them, and implying a rea/—not mere formal—separation from them, 
and renunciation of them. Mere profession is more and more seen to 
be worthless in the conflict that is thickening round us; belief from 
the heart, and the love of God with all the mind and soul and strength, 
are perceived to be the only sure grounds of hope ; and the worthless 
refuges of a self-righteous pretended morality, on the one hand, and 
evanescent impulse and spiritual fancies inoperative upon the heart 
and life, on the other, are seen through and regarded with deserved 
contempt. Realities are longed for, and sought after.” . .....‘‘ In this 
Diocese, the refusal of the Rev. Joseph Trapnell, Jr., Rector of St. 
Andrew’s Church, in this city, to permit me to administer the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper on occasion of my visitation of his church, 
and his subsequent publication of a correspondence in which he had 
expressed himself onthe subject in unbecoming language, compelled 
me to lay the matter before the Standing Committee. Upon trial, he 
was found guilty of conduct incompatible with his character as a min- 
ister of Christ, with such qualifications of his guilt as induced me to 
resort to the lightest sentence known inthe law of the Church, by the 
administration of reproof. The stand taken in this matter before and 
since the trial of our reverend brother both by himself and by his 
friends, appears to me to call for legislation on the part of the Con- 
vention, providing by positive enactment for the enforcement of the 
indubitable right of the Episcopal office. I respectfully recommend 
the matter to your attention, hoping that your wisdom will provide 
the proper remedy for an evil that needs to be checked in its be- 


ginning.” 


Rhode Island—The 57th Annual Convention of this Diocese met 
June 8th-10th—present, the Bishop, 21 of the Clergy and many Lay- 
deputies. There are 27 Presbyters and Deacons, and 7 Candidates. 
In his address, the Bishop said, “‘ The late Samuel Larned, Esgq., of 
Grace Church congregation, has, by his last will and testament, 
directed his Executors or Trustees, (after the settlement of his estate 
and the payment of certain annuities,) to pay over to me, as Bishop of 
the Diocese, the surplus funds arising out of the income, until the sum 
paid amount to Four Thousand and Fifty Dollars. This sum is to be 
appropriated to aid in the erection of at least three separate churches, 
in such parts of the Diocese of Rhode Island, as the Bishop, in his 
discretion, may select. Not more than one-third of the sum can be 
used in the erection of any one of the churches, and a portion of the 
seats in each of them must be free. 

In connexion with this!grateful notice of the liberality of our 
departed friend, it gives me pleasure to advert (I can do no more a 
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resent, for fear of wounding the delicate sensibility of unobtrusive 
charity,) to the noble acts of some living friends, whose pious bounty 
has already secured two places of worship, and freely furnished the 
ministry and other means of grace in them, for the permanent benefit 
of a heretofore neglected portion of the Diocese. Such manifesta- 
tions of zeal in providing the benefits of the Church for the poor—on 
the part of wealthy individuals—though more frequent than in former 
days, are, alas! too seldom met with, to constitute a ground of reliable 
dependence for the extension and maintenance of the Church in desti- 
tute places.”...... “In the one case, the poor are separated from the 
rich; in the other, they both meet together upon a level in the house 
of God, as worshippers of a common Father and Redeemer ; a spirit 
of kind and brotherly sympathy is cherished by frequent union in 
common prayers and praises; the strongest of all bonds, even that of 
religion is employed in binding the different classes of society together; 
and under its hallowed influence, the world around us becomes gradu- 
ally assimilated to the Church which is one Body, in which every 
member, whether more or less honorable, is alike useful and impor- 
tant; and all are enabled more fully to realize that there is “one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; and one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in all.”” I am happy to inform you, that this 
plan has been adopted in Grace Church in this city. With eight 
thousand dollars contributed by liberal friends of religion and the 

Church, forty-two pews have been purchased of the corporation, in 
which upwards of two hundred of our less favored brethren, of the 
present and all future generations, may enjoy the benefits of public 
worship and the preaching of the gospel, “ without money and with- 
out price.”...... The Missionary Convention in their report said, “ Oh, 
could one with but éttle of the Spirit of our blessed Lord, look over 

our State and see its many benighted spots, destitute of true religion 

and of true religious influence; could he behold the ignorance, the 
reverence, the deep uagodliness, the pernicious errors of false reli- 
gionists, every day resulting in open infidelity and in the destruction 
of immortal souls; could he hear the cries too which come up from 
all these destitute, afflicted, tormented spots, cries for food to fam- 
ished souls and for the knowledge of Christ’s holy religion to the 
benighted, he must have a heart to feel, and a tongue to plead, and a 
hand to give.” 

Massachusetts—The 57th Annual Convention of this Diocese was 
held June 9th & 10th—present, the Bishop, 45 of the Clergy, and many 
Lay-deputies, There are 69 Presbyters and Deacons and 7 Candi- 
dates. In his address, the Bishop said, “‘ This congregation at Wor- 
cester under the ministry of the Rey. George H. Clark, has been 
steadily increasing; but I regret to say, that the pecuniary affairs of 
the parish are not yet in such a state as to admit of the Church being 
consecrated.” ...... “I had the great pleasure of consecrating St. 
Stephen’s Free Chapel, Purchase Street, Boston. It is a building 
Temarkable, both within and without, for its beautiful simplicity, and 
its adaptation to the purposes for which it was erected. William 
Appleton, Esq., at whose expense it has been reared, has made a free 
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gift of the sacred edifice for the use of the Boston Episcopal City 
Mission; and has, in addition to this, placed in the hands of the Trus- 
tees of Donations $10,000 as a fund, the interest of which is to be 
applied to the support of the Minister of the Chapel. In gratifying 
connection with this fact, is that of the liberal bequest of $5000, for 
the support of a city missionary of our Church, by the late-Edward 
Tuckerman, Esq., of St. Paul’s Church in this city.’’...--.- “ With all 
our circumspection, we cannot avoid being sometimes deceived; 
and some, who give the fairest promise at the outset, afterwards 
lamentably change. But it is not to be denied, that we are all in great 
danger, from motives of delicacy, of not observing needful caution on 
this all-important subject. Many have been permitted to enter the 
ministry, who, if proper pains had been taken, by those concerned, to 
prevent such a step, might have been hindered from bringing upon our 
Church an extent of injury and humiliation, which, however deeply 
to be deplored, cannot be undone.”...... In their Report a Spe- 
cial Committee well remark, “ The poor have the Gospel preached 
tothem.” But besides the inconceivable excellence of its chief object, 
the incidental benefits of this charity compare advantageously with 
the direct results of many of the most popular and favored moral and 
benevolent enterprises. Will not as much be done, through this 
establishment, and as well done, for the reformation of the mtemper- 
ate, as if the property had been invested for that sole object? Will 
it not accomplish as much for the correction of profanity, licentious- 
ness, and the disgusting train of city immoralities, as an association for 
these purposes exclusively? As a prevention of pauperism, will it 
not do more than an equal investment for its relief? And even for the 
relief of the sufferings of poverty,—feeding the hungry, clothing the 

naked, ministering to the sick, sheltering the houseless,—will not the 
instrumentalities gathering around this institution, and set a going 
thereby, actually secure more to the cause of humanity, from year to 
year, than the interest of the money distributed annually to the suffer- 
ing poor? They who understand how much mental disease is occa- 
sioned by religious excitements, and various fanaticisms to which the 
poor and ignorant are exposed, and who have observed the salutary 
influence of a Scriptural Liturgy and Church instititutions, as a pro 
tection against such exposure, will not be slow to believe that the 
establishment of St. Stephen’s may do more, year by year, for the 
prevention of such disease, thanthe same amount of money invested in 
a hospital would do for its cure. The comparison might be pursued 
with advantage to almost any length or degree of minuteness. And 
if all such incidental benefits of this charity were severally apprecia 
ted, and then added, andthe amount carried to the inconceivable value 
of its direct and chief object,—that of the religious training and salva- 
tion of souls,—is not the comparative importance of this form 0 

benevolence every way obvious? And can they, who would devote 
asum of money to the most useful purpose, invest it in any form ° 

charity wherein it would better serve the good of society, the welfare 
of their country, the cause of humanity, or the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, than this ?” 
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Tennessee.—The 19th Annual Convention of this Diocese met June 
16th-19th—present, the Bishop, 9 of the Clergy, and 13 Lay depu- 
ties. There are 16 Presbyters and Deacons, 4 Candidates, and 14 
Parishioners. The following was passed “ Whereas, The proceed- 
ings of this body have been peremptorily interrupted by the sudden 
death of a distinguished and important member, the Rev. Philip Wm. 
Alston, Rector of Calvary Church, Memphis; and whereas, in this 
event, the Diocese has lost a most able and successful supporter of 
the peculiar and distinctive claims of the Church, in the pulpit and 
from the press, “ banishing and driving away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines, contrary to God’s word ;” while with a truly catholic spirit, 
he as diligently “maintained and set forward quietness, peace and love 
among all christian people.” The journals of our communion have 
lost : most accomplished and admired contributor, and the rising sons 
of the Church at large, one of the most promising of their number, 
His immediate parishioners have lost their eloquent and instructive 

reacher, their wise counsellor, their faithful pastor, their admirable 
model of sound churchmanship, &c.”’.....- The Bishop in his addess 
remarked, “‘In the stores of his varied and accurate information; in 
vigor of intellect, in soundness of judgment, in the readiness with 
which he would lay hold upon and unfold and make clear difficult 
subjects—in the happiness and appositeness of his illustrations, making 
all arts, sciences, trades and the outspread volume of nature tributar 
to his purpose in this respect—in the facility with which he would 
extract from an author every thing valuable, and throw aside that 
which was merely accessory or useless—in fertility of imagination— 
in the power of invention and in the beauty, strength and harmony of 
his composition, I deem it no extravagance to say that I have never 
known his superior, at the same age, if indeed his equal can be found 
any where in the Church. His mind was admirably balanced and 
possessed of vast powers of comprehension. And what may appear 
the crowning grace of his character, with all his admirable qualities 
of mind, was combined a most childlike and winning simplicity. All 
his learning and all his talents were laid as an humble offering at the 
foot of the cross.”...... “ During the Convention 12 adults were bap- 
tized and 44 confirmed, being principally the pupils of the Bishop’s 
school, and of the Female Institute—an ingathering unparalleled in 
the history of our Diocese, and a cheering evidence of the great good 
done for the Church by those nurseries of early piety.” 

Iilinois.—The 11th Annual Convention of this Diocese met June 
21st-22d—present, the Bishop, 16 of the Clergy, and 9 Lay-deputies 
representing 9 Parishes. There are 21 Presbyters and Deacons. 
The Rev. James B. Britton of Chilocoth’e, Ohio, was elected Assistant 
Bishop of the Diocese. 

Maine.—The 8th Annual Convention of this Diocese, met July 14th- 
15th—present, the provisional Bishop, 9 of the Clergy and 15 Lay- 
deputies representing 5 Parishes. There are 10 Presbyters and 

€acons. It was resolved unanimously, to have a Special Convention 
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to elect a Bishop. In his address the Bishop said “ Let our Clergy, 
then, preach the Word in simplicity, in purity, and in power. In the 
administration of discipline and sacraments, in the catechising of the 
young, in the visitation of the sick and the whole within their cures, 
and in the exerciee of all the high functions of their holy office, let 
them labor “in season, out of season,” for the convers‘on of sinners 
and the edification of the Church of Christ. Let our communicants 
be holy and separate from the world. By humility, faith, benevolence, 
and the exercise of every christian virtue, let them, as a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works, strive to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. A Church thus distinguished, by a devoted min- 
istry and by anexemplary membership, cannot fail to enjoy Heaven’s 
blessing, and to flourish like the garden of the Lord. Many of those, 
who are without, will acknowledge her claims to a divine origin; and 
attracted by the purity of her scriptural creeds, the chastened fervor 
and sober spirituality of her liturgical services, the fixed and conserva- 
tive character of her discipline, and her elevating and sanctifying influ- 
ence, will be forced to say, ‘‘we will go with you, for God is with 
you—your people shall be our people, and your God our God.” 


ee 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the woome of a valuable box of clothing 


for the Lay brothers of Nashotah—prepared by the Ladies of St. Stephen's and Upper 
St. John’s,—also, by the same box, 1 complete set of 8.8. Union Library book. 
12 copies of 18 mo. Prayer-books: 12 copies of 24 New Testaments: 12 copies of 12 
mo. Bibles; and 7 vols. Medical books from Mrs. Holbrook,—also, 5 vols. of Divinity 
books for a Theological Student, from J.-. K. Sass, Esq.,—1 copy of Pearson on the 
Creed, from W. C. Courtney, Esq.,—and two other Theological works from Jou 
Russet, Esq., for the same likewise—14 Reams of writing and letter paper, and steel 
pens for the Mission. By Mail, through Mr. Sass, from the Parishes of St. Stephen's 
and Upper St. John’s (Rev. Wm. Denon, Rector,) Twenty-five dollars for the support of 
a Divinity student, and Five dollars from a Lady of St. Michael’s Church, 8. C. 
JAMES Loyp Breck, 
Agent for the Nashotah Mission. 


Nashotah Lakes, Wisconsin, 15th Sept. 1847. 


From St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, Domestic, general, - - $41 00 
« St. Stephen’s Chapel, Missionary Lecture for Oct. and Nov. - - 7TH 


J. K. SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese of S. C. 
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. 








5. Second Sunday in Advent. 21. St. Thomas, Apostle and Martyr. 
12. Third Sunday in Advent. 25. Christmas Day. 
15. 26. St. Stephen, the Martyr—First Sun- 
17. » Ember Days. day after Christmas. 
18. 27. St. John the Evangelist. 
19. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 28. The Holy Innocents. 
—~— 
ERRATA. 


Page 234, line 2, from end, after the word “and” insert the word oftener. 
Page 243, and 246, the papers selected from, not ascertained. 
In the late Letter of the Bishop, line;5, from top, for “required” read requested. 








PROSPECTUS 


CHURCH REVIEW: 3 
ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE. 
The subscribers, in nting the Prospectus of a new Cuurcn Review to the 


consideration of the public, beg leave to call attention to the following facts, which, 
among many others, have led to the proposed undertaking. 

Tue ract—that the need of such a Rrvirw is acknowledged by all; that, in our 
extended and growing communion, no such Review exists; that, the denomination of 
professing Christians around us have, generally, one or more periodicals of this character, 
in which assaults are continually made, upon what we believe to be rox Cuurcu anD 
Trutu oF Gop; that, at the present day, errors, radical, wide-spreading, and far-reaching, 
are disseminated through the whole community; errors of every grade, from the dogmas 
of the Romanist, to the wildest extravagances of the Socialist; that the modern press, 
is, toa great extent, licentious and demoralizing in its tendency ; ail these acknowledged 
FACTS, demand, in our judgment, the establishment of a work of high character, 
thoroughly devoted to the interests of the Church of Gop, and the Truth as it is in 
Jesus Curist. The general character of the proposed Review, may be gathered from 
the subjoined Prospectus. But we wish to state distinctly, that our object, as Reviewers, 
is, not to speak as partizans, or p men, but as Christians and Churchmen; to seek 
union and peace, not by a timid, or time-serving policy, but by speaking the truth with 
frankness and in love. On all questions touching doctrine and discipline, rHE WORD OF 
Gop, as contained in Holy Writ, as received and believed by the Church in the first 
and purest ages, and as the same is briefly and comprehensively contained in the 
Liturgy, Articles, Offices, and Homilies of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, according to their plain and literal interpretation, will be our final arbiter. 
It will be the constant aim of the Review, to maintain a 7 lite character, and 
render itself acceptahle, alike to the scholar, and to all thoughtful and intelligent 
readers. Writers of established reputation have promised their assistance, Such, in 
brief, is a general plan of the work, im behalf of which we bespeak your co-operation. 
The first number will be issued so soon as a sufficient number of subscribers is procured 


to warrant the undertaking, 
: A. B. CHAPIN, 


New Haven, Sept. 1847. N. 8. RICHARDSON. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The leading objects of the Church Review, contemplated by the Editors, are— 

First. To declare ‘and enforce the Trutu, of which the Catuoxtic Cuurcu of Gop, 
is in all ages the prnLar and GROUND. 

Secondly. To defend the Cuurcu against the assaults of her enemies. 

Thirdly. To furnish able reviews of the most important works, issued from the press, 
at home and abroad. 

Fourthly. To preserve a Quarterly Record of the Ordinations, Consecrations, &c., 
performed by the Bishops of the American Church, with a general and accurate 
summary of University and Ecclesiastical intelligence. 

An outline of our plan has been submitted to the Bishops of the American Cuurcn, 
and several Right Rey. Gentlemen have expressed their approbation of the enterprise. 


PROPOSALS. 


The work will be issued quarterly, on the first days of January, April, July and 
October. Each number will contain not less than 150 large octavo pages, in pond type 
and on fair paper. 

Price of the work, $3.00 per annum, payable on the delivery of the second number. 

N. B. Any clergyman, or other person, sending us the names of four new subscribers, 
and becoming responsible for the payment, shall be entitled to a fifth copy gratis. 

All communications to be addressed to the “ EDITORS of the Cuvrcu Revizw,” 


New Haven, Conn. 
Ke Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER, 
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Receipts for the Gospel Mess 





enger for the following years: 





1846. 1847. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 

Vol. XXIII, $426 50 Vol. XXIV. $189 00 
Rey. J. B. Campbell, 3 00 | Dr. H. 8. Waring, 3 00 
oe $429 50 $192 00 





JUST RECEIVED FROM STANFORD & SWORDS. 


Happiness of the Blessed, considered as to the particulars of their state, &c , by Richard 
Mant, D. D., Lord Bishop of Down and Connor. 

Mercy to Babes, a Plea for the Christian Baptism of Infants, &c., by Wm. Adams, 

S. T. P. Presbyter of the P. E. Church in the Diocese of Wisconsin. 

The Vast Army, an Allegory, by Rev. Edward Monro, Protestant Curate of Harrow- 

weald, England. 

The Churcehman’s Reasons for his Faith and Practice, with an Appendix on the Doctrine 
of Development, by Rev. N. 8. Richardson, A.M. 

The History of the Church of England to the Revolution in 1688, by Thomas Vowler 
Short, D. D., Bishop of Sodor and Man. 

Berrian on the Communion. 

New Edition of the Clergyman’s Companion. 

ALSO: 

An Assortment of Prayer-Books, from the largest to the smallest sizes; Cheap Bibles 
and Testaments. _ 

And an assortment of Tracts, in parcels suitable for distribution. 

New-York Church Almanac for 1848, and Miller’s Planters and Merchants Almanac 


for 1848. 








———0 
SWORD’S POCKET ALMANAC FOR 1848, 
Is expected in the first Vessel: And the 
SPIRIT OF MISSIONS, 


For November and December in one pamphlet. 


Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina, 
Thos. G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Commercial wharf, will attend at the Librar 
Cha)mers’-street, on the I st Friday after the Ist Monday in every month, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widowsand Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M, Pinckney, 28 King 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subseription $1; Life do. $10. -Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 4500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal iestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 








Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 

Tue Bisuorp or tHE Diocese for Missions, within the State, commonly called Dio- 
sesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 
under the direction of the ‘‘ Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,”” commonly called Domestic Missions. All monies sent by mail must be directed 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where heis always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq., Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 


he Missions. 
DWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
cna contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. I. M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 
er more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive such 
sums as may be offered for that purpose. 





